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BEER POTS AND BEADWORK: EXPLORING SOUTH SOTHO ARTS FROM 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
With David Riep, Ph.D. 
Thursday, April 21, 2016 - 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
NORTH BUILDING - LOWER LEVEL 
Art is an expression of ourselves and the world in which we live, and the study of visual art allows 
us to gain nuanced understandings of the many cultures within our global society. This notion 
serves as the point of departure for Colorado State University art historian David Riep, who will 
discuss his field research among South Sotho populations in South Africa and Lesotho, which took 
place between 2007 and 2011. 
From beer pots to beadwork, Riep will discuss the unique formal aspects of South Sotho visual 
arts, and highlight how unique form, pattern, and color are used to promote identity and cultural 
affiliation. In addition, Riep will share his experiences working with South Sotho artists, oral 
historians, kings, chiefs, and religious practitioners in order to locate local perspectives on their art 
and history, and to understand how the visual arts function in South Sotho society. 
Check-in starts at 5:30 at the North Building, lower level. 
Tickets are $5 for Friends of Native Arts members, $10 for DAM members, $12 others, free for 
students with ID. 
Call 720-913-0130, or buy online. 
Buy Tickets Online 
Sponsored by Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society, a DAM support group. 
Photo courtesy David Riep. 

Upcoming Program 
APRIL 
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D.Y. BEGAY: PROCESS, INSPIRATION, AND COLORS 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 - 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
D.Y. Begay (Navajo) is a fourth generation weaver born and raised on a sheep farm on the Navajo 
Nation spanning the ''four corners'' where Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Colorado meet. She 
learned how to spin, dye, and weave by observing her mother, whose woven rugs contributed to 
the family income. She experiments with traditional and exotic plant dyes to attain subtle and 
brilliant shades of color. 
“Everything in my weaving is natural. I use the same techniques passed from my ancestors to me 
to create designs that have artistic and traditional value.” 
She will be presenting a program discussing the sources of her inspiration along with sharing her 
processes and the origins of the various colors she uses. 
 

GALLERY TOUR OF WHY WE DANCE: 
AMERICAN INDIAN ART IN MOTION 
Wednesday, June 1, 2016 – 6:00 pm & 7:00 
pm 
DAM will present the motives behind Native 
American dance and how dance impacts the 
arts in paintings, featuring about 86 works, 
including 78 drawn from the DAM’s 
permanent collection. Curated by Nancy 
Blomberg, chief curator and curator of Native 
Arts at the DAM, as well as John Lukavic, 
associate curator of Native Arts, and guest 
curator Russ Tallchief, this multi-sensory 
exhibition will open with large-scale, dance-

themed portraits from the 1939 San Francisco World’s Fair by Charles Loloma, Jose Duran and 
Ignacio Moquino. 
Why We Dance: American Indian Art in Motion also will use dance, sound and video to feature 
the museum’s annual powwow celebration. Mohawk artist Alan Michelson will bring visitors into 
a dancing circle through his Round Dance video art installation, featuring 12 video monitors 

Upcoming Program 
MAY 
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allowing visitors to join in on a form of dance used as social protest over tribal sovereignty issues. 
The exhibition also will feature historical pieces from the DAM’s American Indian art collection 
and contemporary dance regalia from the regional Native American community, calling attention 
to details and materials.   
Painting and drawings will open the window to specific native dances such as animal dances, 
healing dances and rites of passage primarily found in the Plains region and the American 
Southwest. On view from May 29–Aug. 15, 2016 in the Gallagher Gallery, local exhibition 
support is provided by the Osage Nation Foundation.   
Join curator Nancy Blomberg for a tour of this multisensory exhibition, which presents the 
motives behind Native American dance and highlights the museum’s annual Friendship Powwow 
and American Indian Cultural Celebration.  
Tickets will be $5 Friends of Native Arts members, $10 for DAM members and $12 for others, 
free for students with ID. Tickets will be available in May. Stay tuned for an email with further 
information. 
Tours will be offered at 6 pm and 7 pm. Doors open at 5:30 pm; check-in at the first level 
Hamilton Building atrium. 
Each tour will be limited to 30 people. Due to limited availability, reservations will be 
required. 
Image credit:  Dan Namingha, Hopi Eagle Dancer, 1995. Acrylic paint on canvas. 47 ¾ x 47 ¾            
in. Denver Art Museum: Gift of Virginia Vogel Mattern, 2003.1296. © Dan Namingha. 
 
 

GRANT AWARDED 
We are thrilled to announce that the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation has awarded the Denver Art Museum a 
multimillion dollar grant to endow the position of Curator of 

Native Arts as well as funds to establish a 5 year fellowship program. This grant will provide a 
perpetual foundation for the Native Arts Department and enhance the department’s ability to 
continue being a leader in the appreciation and understanding of native arts in the US. 
 

AFRICA GALLERY CLOSING 
After more than 10 years of celebrating the arts and artists of Africa the 
current installation of African art on the 4th floor of the Hamilton 
Building will be closing on April 4, 2016. Tens of thousands of visitors  

from adults to school groups have enjoyed engaging with the wide variety of art that has been 
displayed and in more recent years the sculpture by Ghanaian artist, El Anatsui. Inspiring the 
hands-on art making activity within the gallery—it remains one of our visitor favorites within the 
museum collection. 
Opening in June in that gallery will be the ground breaking exhibition of The Women of Abstract 
Expressionism ---the first of its subject matter on these important women artists to be shown 
anywhere. 
 
 

Denver Art Museum 
Native Arts 
Department News 
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NEW EXHIBITION IN AMERICAN INDIAN ART 
GALLERY 
Things are always changing in the 3rd floor American Indian art 
gallery and this month is no exception. Remember the display of 
Navajo “eyedazzler” rugs? Well, to protect them from any fading 
of the bright red, green and purple yarns we have taken them down 
after 5 years of display. They were definitely crowd pleasers but 
don’t despair-- we have replaced them with a selection of rugs 
from one of the most well-known trading posts on the 
reservation—Teec Nos Pos. So take a few minutes to re-visit the 
floor and enjoy these spectacular rugs with their lavish and 
distinctive patterning and learn the story of this post from its 
founding in 1905 to the present day. Then take a drive to the Four 

Corners region and visit the post in person—and perhaps even  buy a piece for your own 
collection. 
Image: Bessie Lee (Navajo, born 1921), Rug, 1983, The Gloria F. Ross Collection of 
Contemporary Navajo Weaving of the Denver Art Museum, 1983.84 
 

RECOGNITION: ANNE EVANS 
Anne Evans (January 23, 1871 – January 6, 1941), one of the 
founding members of the Denver Artists Club, as well as the 
Denver Art Museum, was inducted into the Colorado Business Hall 
of Fame and the Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame on March 16th, 
2016. 
The Denver Art Museum benefitted from Anne Evan’s influence 
from the very start. She served in any needed capacity, including as 
interim president 1929-1932. An early pioneer in working for the 

recognition of the art of American Indians as fine art, Anne Evans started the native arts collection 
from her own holdings. Her work endures in institutions that helped transform Denver into a 
viable modern city. 
 
 

NATIVE ARTS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE JAN JACOBS 
On April 20 & 21 and 23 & 24: 11 am-2 pm she will have public 
hours when she will engage with visitors in the studio on level 3 of 
the North Building. 
http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/native-arts-artist-residence-
jan-jacobs 
 

CONVERSATION WITH CURATOR: WHY WE DANCE 
JUNE 3, 4 PM 
Curator Nancy Blomberg leads a tour of this multisensory exhibition, which presents the motives 
behind Native American dance and highlights the museum’s annual Friendship Powwow and 
American Indian Cultural Celebration. 

Denver Art Museum 
Events 
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Conversations with Curators feature lively discussion with different curators on the first Friday of 
the month. All Conversations are free with general admission and no reservations are needed. 
http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/conversation-curator-why-we-dance 
 
CONSERVATION UNCOVERED 
Uncover the world of conserving textiles with the help of a museum educator. Explore fabrics 
closely and try out tools that conservators use. Learn about the skills required to be a conservator 
and see textiles in a new way. 
Drop in on Saturdays between noon and 3 pm. Open to visitors of all ages. 
http://denverartmuseum.org/programs/conservation-uncovered 
 
REVOLT 1680/2180 
VIRGIL ORTIZ 
On View through April 24, 2016 
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/revolt-1680-2180-virgil-ortiz 
 
PRINTED AND PAINTED 
THE ART OF BARK CLOTH 
On View through August 27, 2017 
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/printed-and-painted 
 
 
NEW YORK TRIBAL ART WEEK 
May 5 – May 12, 2016 
http://www.nyctribalartweek.com/ 
 
MADISON ANCIENT AND TRIBAL ART SHOW 
May 5 – May 8, 2016 
http://www.matanyc.com/ 
 
THUNDERBIRD SOCIAL SATURDAY 
April 16, 2016 | 7 – 10 PM 
http://www.nmai.si.edu/ 
 
100 YEARS 
LEGACIES OF LEARNING GALA 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 | 6–9 PM 
http://www.nmai.si.edu/gala2016/ 
 
SEALASKA HERITAGE 
Various ongoing programs and online videos 
http://www.sealaskaheritage.org/ 

Other Events of Note 
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CONFLUENCE: INTER-GENERATIONAL COLLABORATIONS 
Through April 17, 2016 
http://heard.org/exhibits/confluence/ 
 

 
A DAUNTING TASK… BEING A POTTERY 
JUDGE AT THE HEARD MUSEUM INDIAN 
MARKET 
By Jill Giller 
I just returned back from Phoenix where we 
celebrated "The Year of the Potter" at the Heard 
Museum Indian Fair & Market. I was so honored 
to be one of the three pottery judges this year. It 
was an exciting and daunting task, as there were so 
many amazing works of art to consider! People 
often ask “How can you be objective when you 
judge? You know so many of the potters.” Well, 
what happens in judging is that the really great 
pieces jump out at you – standing out as 
exceptional pieces of art. Some of the criteria we 
use are: form, shape, design work, technical skills, 
polishing and firing completions and creativity. 

We look for balance, symmetry and a smooth finish to most traditional pots. Pueblo pottery is an 
art, and it represents Pueblo culture in so many ways. The judges also need to be sensitive to this 
and recognize those elements in the pieces they are reviewing.  
I have created a collage of the award winning pots. Please enjoy the magnificent work by these 
amazing potters. The Best of Class pot is a collaboration piece by Jody Naranjo (Santa Clara 
Pueblo) and Glendora Fragua (Jemez Pueblo) It was so exciting that their piece went all the way to 
win BEST OF SHOW! The other ribbon winners were Karen Abeita, MarkTahbo, Dominique 
Toya. Johnathan Naranjo, Nancy Youngblood, Debra and Preston Duwyenie, Russell Sanchez, 
Jennifer Moquino, Anderson Peynetsa, Chris Youngblood, Allen Aragon, and Kaa Folwell. 
 

POWWOWS – “ART IN MOTION” – “PRAYER 
IN MOTION” 
By Roger Collins 
When people dance, they stay connected. One earth, 
one Mother, moving to the heartbeat of the drum. It is 
said that the word “pow wow” comes from an 
Algonquian word “pau wau,” meaning, “he dreams.” 
The people have kept the dream alive since creation. 
There are limitless ways of looking at powwows, as 
endless as the varieties of artistic expression and 

colors of a modern dancer’s regalia. The powwow becomes art in motion, a prayer of action. 

News and Reports 



8 

The Gathering of the Nations Powwow is the largest powwow held in the United States and is one 
of over 1,000 powwows held each year. This is one of the finest events of its kind and results in 
the learning and the viewing of this event which helps one understand its purposes. The powwow 
becomes a fashion show of huge proportions with feathers, beads, fur, fringe, ribbons, fans, paint, 
quillwork, hair styles and headdresses. Art work of all kinds demonstrated through clothing using 
every color of the rainbow is the start of a show of unbelievable beauty. The grace of a gliding 
eagle, the speed and endurance of maneuvers of the dancers create a feeling of wonderment. This 
social gathering becomes a celebration of life and empowers all of us to have contact, respect, and 
reverence of our mother earth. The powwow is a “prayer in motion” demonstrating spiritual 
movements which all have specific meanings that once understood makes one appreciate the 
Native American culture and enjoyment of such a wonderful event. The movements, the sounds of 
the drums, the chanting of the words, the movement of the dancers and the participation of the 
people all create an atmosphere of excitement, love and enchantment 
 

EDITORIAL REVIEW:  THE 30TH SAN FRANCISCO TRIBAL 
& TEXTILE ARTS SHOW FEBRUARY 2016 
Text and photos by Michael Auliso 
Excerpt: There has been a MASSIVE demographic shift away from 
cultural artifacts.  In past decades Tribal Art was eagerly collected, 
studied, and used for decor. It was a popular trend for years. Now it 
seems the "Millennial Generation" or (generation Y- ages 15-35 I 
guess) don't give a flip about it and if they do they can't afford it since 
many are still living in their parent's basements. The time to be a 
collector was in the 1960's-80's when a volume of GREAT art was 
available. Fast forward to now, the supply of high quality great things 
(masterpieces) is scarce and the prices outrageous. That's an 
impossible combination for getting a new generation interested and on 
board. 
The millennial generation grew up on video games and social media, 
not learning about art and or cultural artifacts. Fortunately, the 
outlook is a little better in Europe since knowledge and passion is still 

effectively transmitted to the next generation. A next resurgence of interest can't be forced but 
must happen on its own. Much of America is so superficial that it would take a major pop star to 
start collecting, instagramming and tweeting about Oceanic and African Art to make it "cool". 
The lemmings would follow and create the trend, but surely a low probability of happening. 
Read more at http://tribalmaniagallery.com/SHOWSANFRAN2016.htm 
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Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society is the 
support group for the Native Arts Department at the 
Denver Art Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 
1974 to honor the work of Frederic (Eric) 
Huntington Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year 
tenure as the Museum's curator of native arts, 
beginning in 1929.  FONA’s purpose is to advance 

the understanding and appreciation of the Museum’s Native Arts collections, including African, 
Oceanic and American Indian arts.  
Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society organizes lectures and outings with distinguished 
scholars, native artists and performers. Members receive newsletters and announcements by e-
mail. They also enjoy programs, workshops, and social events -- including an annual dinner.   
Contact:  www.douglassociety.org or call (720) 913-0165. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:   
Rand Smith  President & Webmaster 
Annabeth Headrick Vice President 
Roger Collins Treasurer 
Wendy Cogdal  Membership 
Jill Giller Programs 
Stephen Holst  Communications 
Frieda Levine  Secretary 
Sara Knowles 
Michael Snodgrass 
Millicent Tallard 
Volunteers are needed to fill two vacant positions. 
We would like to welcome our new members: Brian Kitts of Denver who joined at the Patron 
Level. 
NO MORE POSTCARDS: PROGRAMS ARE ANNOUNCED BY ELECTRONIC MEDIA 
ONLY 
We no longer send snail-mail notices UNLESS a member indicates by calling or e-mailing a 
notice to our webmaster, Rand Smith (FriendsOfNativeArts@gmail.com or 303-570-4284).    

 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety 
Please consider liking our Facebook page so that you will receive notices for current 
announcements, photographs, related events. 
Send timely, informative items and photographs to our Webmaster, Rand Smith, at 
FriendsOfNativeArts@gmail.com for posting on our Facebook page. 
SPREAD THE WORD 
Know someone who would be interest in the Douglas Society? 
Invite them to the program or direct them to our website to find out more about the Douglas 
Society and how to join.  
Web site: http://www.douglassociety.org 
Basic information, current program announcement, and newsletters. 

Friends of Native 
Arts: The Douglas 
Society 
Information 


