
Family Fun! 
 

It is our hope that you will be able to use this information for Family Home Evenings, family discussions, and 
family activities! 
 
Our church’s website is a great resource:  www.lds.org. 
 
When you go into the website do a search in the Friend Magazine.  Type in “Family History”.  There are 
hundreds of stories and articles! 
 

To perform a Search on the website: Once you have opened the home page of lds.org, click on the “Search” button located 
in the upper near-center of the page.  The next page will give you three areas to perform a search.  You want to choose the 
second or middle option, “Search the Gospel Library Archive”.  You will type in the selection you are searching for in the 
first box (Family History) and select the magazine (Friend) in the “Search in” pull-down menu.  Then click on the Search 
button.  The next page will have articles from the selected magazine that have reference to the selection you searched on. 

 
This section highlights a few of the items that can be found on the website, mainly those found by clicking on 
“Home and Family” from the home page.  Select “Family Home Evening”, “Lesson Topics”, and then “Compile 
Family History”.  The following pages are some of the helps you can find. 
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The Temple is a Happy Place 

By Judy Edwards, Friend, June 1993, p. 12 

What makes you happiest? If you choose between something that would last for just a little 
while and something that would last forever, which would it be—an ice-cream cone, or a friend? 
a paper plane or doll, or a Book of Mormon? a baseball game, or a trip with your family? 

Ice-cream cones and comic books and baseball games are all fun, but they don’t give the lasting 
happiness that friends, scriptures, and family do. 

The temple shows us how to choose the happiest things in life—long-lasting things like love 
and goodness and kindness. The temple helps us learn more about Heavenly Father and Jesus 
Christ and why we are here on earth. And temple ordinances make it possible for the best things 
in life to last forever. 

Five Primary children said this about the temple: 

“A temple is a happy place because we learn about Jesus there.” (Nicole, age 6) 

“People go there to do baptisms for the dead. You have to be twelve years old, you have to go to 
church, and you have to live the commandments. I want to go to the temple someday.” (Melissa, 
age 11) 

“It’s happy in the temple because you get married there. I’m going to, because that means 
you’ll always be sealed to your true husband.” (Amanda, age 9) 

“A temple is a place where you can get a baby sealed to your family. It was pretty inside. It was 
quiet. I felt happy. Sometimes you have happy tears because you’re getting a baby sealed to you 
that you love very much.” (Corbyn, age 8) 

“The temple is a place where it is always reverent. It’s a sacred place, not like any other place. It 
is Heavenly Father’s house.” (Joseph, age 11) 

Instructions 

To make a mobile to remind you of happy things that happen in the temple, copy the next page 
on card stock paper. 

Next, in the space provided, draw a picture of the temple nearest your home, then color and cut 
out each picture, and punch holes where indicated. On the back of each picture, write about how 
that temple blessing makes you happy. Use string or heavy thread to tie the smaller pictures 
beneath the picture of your own temple and hang the mobile. 
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To play this family history game, color the pictures and glue them onto 
lightweight cardboard; let dry.  Cut out the picture cards and put them 
into a small, sturdy bag.  Have the first player draw out one card from 
the grab bag and tell what the person or action or thing named on it has 
to do with family history.  There are no “wrong” answers.  If the person 
drawing the card can’t think of an answer, the other players may help.  
After playing the game, have each family member choose something 
that he or she will do during the coming week or month to add to your 
family’s history. 
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The Heart of the Children 
By Vicki F. Matsumori 

Friend, Aug. 2002, 36 
And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers 

(Mal. 4:6). 
I wish I were older! 
Have you ever thought that? You have heard the age requirements to go to the temple: you 
must be 12 years old to be baptized for the dead, and even older to receive your own endowment, 
serve a full-time mission, or be married. It seems like a long time before you are the right age to 
help with temple work. 
But there are other things you can do right now, even if you aren’t old enough to be baptized for 
the dead, serve a mission, or get married. 
In 1978, President Spencer W. Kimball told Church members: 
“All members should write a personal history. … 
“I urge all of the people of this church to give serious attention to their family histories … and 
let no family go into eternity without having left their memoirs (an account of their family) for 
their children, their grandchildren, and their posterity. … I urge every person to start the 
children out writing a personal history and journal.” (Ensign, May 1978, page 4.) 
Why is it important to keep a journal and do family history work? President Gordon B. 
Hinckley gave the answer when he said: 
“All of our vast family history endeavor (effort) is directed to temple work. There is no other 
purpose for it. The temple ordinances become the crowning blessings the Church has to offer.” 
(Ensign, May 1998, page 88.) 
When you do family history work or write in your journal, you are helping to “turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers” (Mal. 4:6). As you 
learn stories about your grandparents and other progenitors (ancestors, forefathers), you see into 
their hearts and you develop an appreciation for them as real people—as members of your 
family. As you write about your own life in your journal, you will remember the Lord’s 
blessings to you, and you will provide an opportunity for your future children and grandchildren 
to see into your heart. 
You can begin doing family history today by talking to, phoning, writing to, or sending e-mails 
to family members. You can find out about the things that are important to them. You can 
begin writing your personal history today by starting a journal. Write down the things that are 
important to you and that will help you and your posterity. 
You can live the commandments and be worthy to go to the temple when you are twelve so that 
you can be baptized for the dead. You can choose the right each day so that when you are older, 
you can go to the temple to receive your own endowment. You can continue to live a righteous 
life and be worthy to return to the temple and do work to help your entire family, including your 
progenitors, receive the “crowning blessings the Church has to offer.” 
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Heart Pendant 
You can find a full-sized picture of this heart pendant in color on page 37 of the August 2002 Friend 
magazine or on the church’s website: www.lds.org.  If using the web site, follow the arrows to get to the 
correct page:  
Gospel Library → Church Publications (HTML-text) → magazines → friend → 2002 → August → 
“Sharing Time: The Heart of the Children.” 
1. Mount or print the picture on heavy paper or lightweight cardboard; cut out the three hearts. 
2. Fold the hearts in half, and glue each half to a half of a different heart (see illustration). (Note: If 

you want to make more than one pendant, make a pattern from the hearts before gluing them.) 
3. Punch holes where indicated. Attach a string to each hole then tie the strings together over the 

center of the pendant so that it hangs evenly. Hang the heart where you can see it every day as a 
reminder to write in your journal. 

 
Illustrated by Gerald Rogers 

Family Home Evening Lesson Idea 
Help the children see how family records assist others in doing family history work. Using the 
scriptures, have the children fill in a pedigree chart for a Book of Mormon family. 
On a large sheet of paper (poster board or white board), draw a seven-generation family tree, following 
the fathers’ lines. On the child line, write “4 Nephi 1:21 [4 Ne. 1:21].” On the father line, write “4 
Nephi 1:19 [4 Ne. 1:19].” On the grandfather line, write “3 Nephi 1:2 [3 Ne. 1:2].” On succeeding-
generation father lines, write “Helaman 3:20-21 [Hel. 3:20-21],” “Alma 63:11,” “Alma 31:1, 7,” 
“Mosiah 27:8.” Cover the references with pieces of paper. 
On separate pieces of paper, write “Amos,” “Amos,” “Nephi,” “Helaman,” “Helaman,” “Alma,” “Alma.” 
Place the names in random order on the walls around the room. 
Uncover the first (child) reference. Have the children find the scripture and raise their hands when they 
know whose name goes on that line. Ask a child to read the verse out loud, then locate one of the 
“Amos” names and place it on the line over the reference. Sing the first verse of “Book of Mormon 
Stories” (pp. 118-119, Children’s Songbook). Continue uncovering the references one by one, then 
reading the scripture aloud and locating the correct name for the pedigree chart. Sing different verses of 
“Book of Mormon Stories” between each generation. Some of the verses relate directly to the people 
mentioned on the chart; other verses deal with the approximate time period: Amos, v. 2; Nephi, v. 8; 
Helaman, v. 7; Helaman, v. 6; Alma, v. 3; Alma, v. 4. 
For younger children: Have children dress in simple costumes and role-play the seven generations, 
starting with Alma. Have each tell a story about the man he represents, if a story is available. (See the 
scriptures, the backs of Gospel Art Kit pictures, and Primary 4 manual for ideas.) Have the child 
representing the first Alma hold the Book of Mormon while he tells his story. Upon finishing, he 
should write his name on the great-great-great-great-grandfather line, then hand the Book of Mormon to 
his son (Alma) to continue. Repeat this process, with the second Amos testifying of the truthfulness of 
the Book of Mormon and the knowledge that was passed from father to son. Sing “Book of Mormon 
Stories” (p. 118). 
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FAMILY HOME EVENING RESOURCE BOOK 

Family History 
The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead. 
—The Prophet Joseph Smith 

GOSPEL TRUTH 
It is our responsibility and privilege to identify our ancestors so the saving ordinances of the gospel can be 
performed for them. Family history will also help tie us to our ancestors in an eternal family unit. 

Ideas for Lessons 
Lesson 1: The Importance of Family History and Temple Work 

Read chapter 40 in Gospel Principles for background 
information. 
Ask one member of the family to move to the far side of the 
room, away from the others. Discuss how you would feel if one 
of your family could not be with you in the next life. 
If possible, show a picture of the temple nearest you, or write 
the word temple on a piece of paper. 
• What blessing can come to your family in the temple? (Being sealed together.)  
• What about those of our ancestors who died without being sealed in the temple? Will they always have to 

be separated from their family?  
Point out that Heavenly Father loves all of his children. He made it possible for these people who died without 
the gospel to receive all of the sacred ordinances. Have the person return to the group. 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:29. 
• What does this scripture tell us? (Baptisms for the dead were performed in New Testament times.)  
Explain that through the temple, the dead can receive all of the blessings and ordinances of the gospel—
baptism, endowment, and sealing. In this way, all of our ancestors who accept the Lord's plan can be sealed to 
our family. 

Show and study a pedigree chart from a branch of your family; or, write the names of 
children, parents, and grandparents on a sheet of paper. Explain that all of the people, 
plus their parents, grandparents, and so on need to be sealed together in an unbroken 
chain. 
Ask your family to listen to what the Lord revealed through Joseph Smith about this as 
you read Doctrine and Covenants 128:15. 
Tell the following experience: 

When President Wood of the Cardston Alberta Temple was sealing a family together around the altar, he felt 
impressed to ask if the information on the sealing sheet was correct. The mother said it was. As they began the 
ordinance again, he again felt impressed to ask if there were other children who needed to be sealed. She 
assured him there were none. The third time, he heard a voice quite clearly say, "I am her child." Again, he 
asked the mother if she had ever had another child. As she thought back to her early married years, she 
remembered a baby who had died shortly after birth. The mother rejoiced as her little girl was included as part 
of their eternal family unit. (See Melvin S. Tagg, "The Life of Edward James Wood, Church Patriot," [Master's 
thesis, Brigham Young University, 1959], pp. 118-19.) 
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How can we make sure that no family member is left out? (By keeping accurate records.)  
Point out that accurate records are necessary before temple work can be done. The making of these records is 
called family history or genealogy. Read Doctrine and Covenants 128:24. 
You may wish to end the discussion by bearing your own testimony of the sacred importance of family history 
and temple work. Then have the family sing "I Love to See the Temple" Children's Songbook, p. 95. 

Lesson 2: Knowing and Loving Our Ancestors 

If possible, invite grandparents or other close family members to share this evening with you. 
Choose one or more ancestors to honor. Show the family any pictures you may have of those 
people. Note their style of dress, and discuss how their life-styles may have been different 
from yours. Point out any family resemblances you can see in the pictures. 
Have each family member read or tell stories about one of the ancestors. Help your children 
see your ancestors as real people who actually lived and had feelings and experiences like 
their own. Try to help your family feel closer to them and realize that they are an important 
part of your family. Mention physical traits, talents, or other good characteristics you and 

your children inherited from ancestors (for example, red hair like grandpa's or musical talent like grandma's). 
Take several slips of paper and place the name of another ancestor on each. Place them in a bowl or other 
container and have each family member draw one out. During the coming month, have each person find out all 
he can about that ancestor by collecting pictures, talking to relatives who know about that person, and so forth. 
Younger children may work with an older family member. They could draw pictures about important events in 
the life of the ancestor. 
Hold a special family home evening where each family member can present his findings. 

Lesson 3: Visiting Important Sites 

Visit the homes, places of birth, or burial sites of some of your ancestors. If you cannot do this, you may be 
able to find pictures and other information about these places. 

Lesson 4: Family History Forms 

Give each family member a blank Family Group Record form to practice filling out. Explain any unfamiliar 
words or phrases. 
Set a goal to complete your own Family Group Record. Plan ways to research any information you do not have. 
Then fill out sheets for grandparents and great-grandparents. 
If you have any names ready for temple work, you may wish to have the family help you fill out the appropriate 
forms. 

Lesson 5: Baptisms for the Dead 

Children over age twelve can act as proxy for baptisms for the dead in the temple. If you 
live near a temple or can take a family vacation in a place where one is located, arrange 
with local priesthood leaders and the temple to give them this opportunity. It can help 
them understand the blessings of family history and temple work. 

Lesson 6: Records Sources 

Plan a visit to the Family History Library in Salt Lake City or a Family History Center. If there is not a 
Family History Center near your home, you may wish to visit a local record repository—a library or 
government records office. A Member's Guide to Temple and Family History Work (34697) can also be 
helpful. 
 


