
3. A Son Pursues A Father 
 

 2 Kings 2:9-10, NIV – (9) When they had crossed, Elijah said 
to Elisha, "Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken 
from you?" "Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit," 
Elisha replied. (10) "You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah 
said, "yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be 
yours — otherwise not." 

 

 1 Kings 19:16, NIV – (16) … anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 

 

 2 Kings 2:2, NIV – (2) Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the 
LORD has sent me to Bethel." But Elisha said, "As surely as 
the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So they 
went to Bethel. 

 

 2 Kings 2:4, NIV – (4) Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, 
Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho." And he replied, 
"As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 
you." So they went to Jericho. 

 

 2 Kings 2:6, NIV – (6) Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; 
the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." And he replied, "As 
surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 
you." So the two of them walked on. 

 
4. A Son Commits To A Father 
 

 2 Kings 2:11-12, NIV – (11) As they were walking along and 
talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went 
up to heaven in a whirlwind. (12) Elisha saw this and cried 
out, "My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of 
Israel!" And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of 
his own clothes and tore them apart.  

 
CHOOSE TO COMMIT TO LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 2 Corinthians 8:5, NIV – (5) And they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 
then to us in keeping with God's will. 
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THE FOUNDATION FOR ALL GOD-ORDAINED MINISTRY 
 
1. Choosing To Give Honour To Another 
 

 John 7:15-18, NIV – (15) The Jews were amazed and 
asked, "How did this man get such learning without having 
studied?" (16) Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. 
It comes from him who sent me. (17) If anyone chooses to 
do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes 
from God or whether I speak on my own. (18) He who 
speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he 
who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man 
of truth; there is nothing false about him. 

 

 John 7:18, NIV – (18) He who speaks on his own does so to 
gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the 
one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false 
about him. 

 
 
2. Choosing To Receive Another’s Authority 
 

 Philippians 2:5-9, NIV – (5) Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, (7) but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. (8) And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! (9) 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name .. 

 

 Matthew 28:18, NIV – (18) Then Jesus came to them and 
said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me.” 
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3. Choosing Mutual Submission 
 

 Ephesians 5:21, NIV – (21) Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 

 

 “Submission” = “to come under the mission of another, and 
lift them up” 

 

 John 7:18, NIV – (18) He who speaks on his own does so to 
gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the 
one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false 
about him. 

 
THE SPIRIT OF SONSHIP 
 
1. Reject Independence 
 

 Hebrews 1:3-9, NIV – (3) The Son is the radiance of God's 
[the Father’s] glory and the exact representation of his being 
… (5) God [the father] said, "You are my Son; today I have 
become your Father" … "I will be his Father, and he will be 
my Son" … (8) about the Son he [the Father] says, "Your 
throne, O God [the Son] , will last for ever and ever, and 
righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. (9) You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore 
God [the Father], your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with the oil of joy."  

 
2. Embrace The Spirit Of Sonship 
 

 Romans 8:29, NIV – (29) For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

 
3. Embrace A Spiritual Father 
 

 1 Corinthians 13:6-7, NIV – (6) Love … (7) … always trusts.. 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, NIV – (1) So then, men ought to regard 
us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the 
secret things of God. 

 

WHAT DOES A FATHERING RELATIONSHIP LOOK LIKE? 
 

 1 Thessalonians 2:3-12, NIV – (3) For the appeal we make 
does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we 
trying to trick you. (4) On the contrary, we speak as men 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are 
not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. (5) 
You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask 
to cover up greed — God is our witness. (6) We were not 
looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. 
As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 
(7) but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for 
her little children. (8) We loved you so much that we were 
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 
(9)  Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; 
we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to 
anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. (10) 
You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous 
and blameless we were among you who believed. (11) For 
you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals 
with his own children, (12) encouraging, comforting and 
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 
kingdom and glory.  

 
WHAT DOES A SON RELATIONSHIP LOOK LIKE? 
 
1. A Son Imitates A Father 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:15-16, NIV – (15) Even though you have ten 
thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, 
for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 
(16) Therefore I urge you to imitate me.  

 
2. A Son Honours A Father 
 

 Matthew 15:4, NIV – (4) For God said, 'Honor your father 
and mother' … 

 
 
 
 


