
3. Envy

 Solution: Admire without the need to acquire

a) Admire But Don’t Desire

b) Compliment The Person Who Has Been Blessed

 James 3:16, CEV – (16) Whenever people are jealous or selfish,
they cause trouble and do all sorts of cruel things.

c) Learn To Be Content With What You Have

 Philippians 4:11, ESV – (11) Not that I am speaking of being in
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.

4. Selfishness

 Solution: Learn the secret of generosity

a) Learn To Be Generous

 Deuteronomy 15:11, ESV – (11) … I command you, 'You shall
open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor,
in your land.'

b) Realize That Satan Uses Fear To Keep You Close-Handed

 Philippians 4:19, BBE – (19) And my God will give you all you
have need of from the wealth of his glory in Christ Jesus.

c) Let God See That You Can Be Trusted With More

 2 Corinthians 8:7, ERV – (7) You are rich in everything -- in faith,
in speaking ability, in knowledge, in the willingness to help, and in
the love you learned from us. So now we want you to be rich in this
work of giving too.
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REVIEW

 Matthew 6:31-33, GW – (31) “Don't ever worry and say, 'What are
we going to eat?' or 'What are we going to drink?' or 'What are we
going to wear?' (32) Everyone is concerned about these things, and
your heavenly Father certainly knows you need all of them. (33)
But first, be concerned about his kingdom and what has his
approval. Then all these things will be provided for you.

 God wants to replace your financial stress with His financial peace

 A five-step process to financial peace
1. Determine My Priorities
2. Decide To Get Out Of Debt
3. Discipline Myself In Small Financial Ways
4. Discover The Joy Of Generosity
5. Decide to do it today

INTRODUCTION

 “How can I overcome the desire of materialism in my life?”
 The story of the can of diet coke

THE STRUGGLE OF MATERIALISM

1. There’s An Internal Struggle In Your Heart

 There’s a battle that goes on inside every person that follows Jesus,
between wanting to follow God’s desires, and wanting to follow our
own desires

2. God Works In You To Do What Pleases Him

 Philippians 2:13, ISV – (13) For it is God who is producing in you
both the desire and the ability to do what pleases him.



3. Your Human Desire Works In You To Do What Pleases You

 Proverbs 27:20, ERV – (20) Just as the place of death and
destruction is never full, people always want more and more.

A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MONEY

1. Money Is Personal

 We equate our self worth with our net worth

2. Money Is Powerful!

 Philip Green – “Power is the ability to modify how others behave”.
 Money has the power to modify your behaviour

3. Money Is Potential

 I determine if money had positive or negative value by how I spend
it, how I invest it, how I use it

 1 Timothy 6:10, ESV – (10) For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evils.

 When money becomes a higher priority in our life than God, when
we love money more than we love God, that’s materialism, and it
leads to evil

MATERIALISM IS A HEART ISSUE

 Materialism (Defn.): “A condition where my heart is preoccupied
with material rather than with spiritual things.”

 Matthew 6:24, ERV (24) You cannot serve two masters at the same
time. You will hate one and love the other, or you will be loyal to
one and not care about the other. You cannot serve God and Money
at the same time.

REMOVING THE ROADBLOCKS OF MATERIALISM

 God wants to bless you, but materialism creates spiritual roadblocks
in my life that keeps God’s presence and God’s blessing out of my
life.

1. Pride

 Pride is where we take credit for the good things that God has done
in our life. Our possessions become a sign or an indication of how
good we are, and they become a status symbol for us.

 You’ve connected your self-worth with your net worth.

 Solution: Know God as provider and owner

a) Realize That Everything Good Comes From God And Belongs To
God

 James 1:17, ESV – (17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there
is no variation or shadow due to change.

b) Realize You Can’t Take Credit For The Blessings In Your Life

c) Realize That You Are Responsible For How You Use The Blessing
From God

2. Guilt

 We serve a God that wants to bless us in so many different ways,
yet we walk around embarrassed over the blessings that God has
given us

 Solution: Develop an attitude of gratitude

a) Say To God: “Thank You For Blessing Me”

b) Say To Others: “God Has Blessed Me With This”

c) Rejoice With Others Whom God Has Blessed

 Romans 12:15, ESV – (15) Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep.


